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SAHARA H-TEST 


NEW PLANS ENDANGER 
SOUTH AFRICA 


By FENNER BROCKWAY, MP 


Salisbury Plain. 


I want to visit 


GERM WAR 
FACTORY 


By EMRYS HUGHES, MP 


TIT is not in the public interest to disclose the number of personnel employed by 
the Minister of Supply at the Micro-Biological Research Centre at Porton on 


I expected to be told this for it is the answer I have repeatedly been given by successive Ministers 


[_ BOUGHT a copy of the London Evening News not of Supply during the last ten years. But now there is renewed interest in the activities of the 


(I need hardly assure English readers) for its poli- 


tics, but to read Sir Leonard Hutton’s commentary on which appeared in the News Chronicle of Jan. 22. 


the English cricket team’s record in 
Australia. In a neighbouring column 
I found a dispatch from its South Afri- 
can correspondent which interested me 
much more than the cricket news. 


I have already reported African opposi- 
tion to the plans of the French Government 
to test its mew nuclear weapons in the 
Sahara. General de Gaulle, sensitive to 
colonial opinion, seems to have been im- 
pressed. I learned from the Evening News 
that, owing to protests from North and 
West Africa, “at a time when her position 
in Africa is not strong,” France is con- 
sidering transferring her testing operations 
elscwhere, 


Where? The choice has apparently fallen 
on Kerguelen, the centre of a group of 300 
islands in the Indian Ocean midway between 
South Africa and Australia. Kerguelen lies 
about 2,600 miles south-east of Africa, but 
it is in a cyclone belt where winds reach 
{40 miles an hour and which might carry 
the radio-active fall-out to Natal, with its 
mixed population of Africans, Indians and 
Europeans, and deeper into the Union of 
South Africa and the British Protectorates, 


South Africans, relatively unaffected by 
the fall-out from American, Russian and 
British bombs heretofore, are concerned. It 
is understood that the French nuclear 
weapon to be tested will be of the hydrogen 
bomb type. 


SUICIDE CLUB 


There are, of course, large issues involved 
here. Apparently whilst American, British 
and Russian delegates at Geneva are uneasily 
Negotiating the ending of nuclear tests, the 
French Government is actively preparing to 
launch its first H-bomb. 


This vindicates all that has been said of 
the danger that other Governments would 
crash in unbidden to the Human Suicide 
Club, limited so far to the U.S.A, the 
U.S.S.R. and the U.K. France, China, then 


who? 


It is clear that we must now press for a 
much broader conference, including France 
and China, with the purpose not merely of 
stopping tests but of prohibiting the making 
and possession of nuclear weapons. Other- 
wise, al] mankind will become the victims 
of an extending suicide club. 


There is a more immediate consideration. 
It may be that African opposition has led 
France to have second thoughts about H- 
bomb tests in the Sahara. That is some 
relief for North Africa. But now the 
danger has apparently switched to South 
Africa, where millions of Africans are 
affected. I hope that African opinion will 
again make itself heard. 


India is also affected. Her people and 
Government will not be indifferent to the 
invasion of the Indian Ocean by H-bomb 
tests, even though Kerguelen is 5,000 miles 
distant. And there is the large Indian popu- 
lation in South Africa. No doubt India will 
at least make enquiries. I shall be putting 
Questions in the British Parliament, 


THE VOTES AND THE 


BOMB CONTROVERSY 


LABOUR WILL KEEP THE 
PEACE-—FRANK ALLAUN, MP 


To the Editor. 


FORTNIGHT ago I wrote Peace News welcoming the proposal of the 

Direct Action Committee to approach MPs about their attitude towards 
nuclear disarmament, but deploring the idea of abstaining from voting where 
no candidate would give a pledge of support for unilateral renunciation. 


I have studied your front-page Editorial 
reply of last week carefully, but honestly 
feel you have completely failed to answer 
my case. This case very briefly was : 

(1) That as fewer than one in ten of those 
supporting unilateral nuclear disarma- 
ment were Conservatives this action 
would solely benefit that Party, and 
might, through its effect in marginal 
constituencies, give them a number of 
vital seats. 

(2) That it was unreal to believe that it 
would not matter if the Tories did win 
the election. 


Your reference to the first point (which 
is otherwise completely ignored) is a tacit 
admission. 

On the second point you think that a 
Conservative victory might merely mean the 
sacrifice of “some marginal political advan- 
tage on secondary matters.” I ask you the 
question: “Do you really believe that a 
Labour Government will do no more than 
another Conservative Government to keep 
us out of war?” 


* 

I cannot accept that view. Nor, I suspect, 
in your innermost thoughts, do you. I am 
quite certain that even if the lead to boy- 
cott Labour candidates were given it would 
not be followed by the overwhelming 
majority of pacifists. They have more sense 
of political realities than this editorial 
article. 


As a matter of fact, it is precisely and 
mainly because I believe Labour is more 
likely to avert a third world war than the 
Tories that I want to win the election. 


Even my Left wing friends like Zilliacus 
rejoice that the Labour Party’s foreign 
policy today is not only diametrically 
opposed to that of Macmillan and Selwyn 
Lloyd, but is also vastly superior to 
Labour’s foreign policy for many years 
past. 

I don’t want to repeat my earlier letter 
and so will refrain from dealing with our 
policy on the Rapacki plan, disengagement, 
China and the Middle East, or on unilateral 
action to stop nuclear tests, missile sites, 
atomic weapons for Germany, etc. 

The official policy of the Labour Party is 
for unilateral cessation of nuclear tests. It 
does not go as far as you and I do in 
supporting unilateral stopping of manufac- 
ture as well. Yet I would heave a sigh of 
relief if tests could be stopped. Your 


editorial reflects the attitude of the man 
who, because he could not get cake, re- 
fused to eat bread and so starved to death. 
You are making the better the enemy of 
the best. 

* 

Then look at the MPs of the two parties. 
The theme song of the gentlemen sitting 
opposite me in the House of Commons is 
that ‘we must make Britain great.” They 
are thinking in terms of making Britain 
great militarily. Even if we wanted to, this 
is now an impossibility—compared with 
America and Russia. On the Labour 
benches sit many fine men of the outlook 
and calibre of Fenner Brockway, Leslie 
Hale, Victor Yates or Emrys Hughes. Not 
a single Tory MP will come your way on 
the H-bomb or almost any other peace 
issue. Do you feel peace is safe in their 
hands ? 

And what about the rank and file of the 
two parties? This year IT went as a dele- 
gate to the Labour Party Conference and 
as a visitor to the Conservative gathering. 
I can assure you the outlook on war and 
peace of the delegates of the two parties 
could not be further apart. Every reference 
to “strong action” was cheered at the 
Blackpool Tory conference. While it was 
appeals for co-existence and peaceful 


(1 ON BACK PAGE 


scientists employed at this hush-hush establishment as a result of an article by Hugh McLeave, 


This is what he said. It is worth repeat- 
ing in full: 

Germs which can wipe out the world’s 
population have been made by scientists 
at hush-hush defence laboratories on 
Salisbury Plain. 


A few specks of these germs are 
enough to kill more than a million 
people. A pound of them is enough to 
depopulate the world and destroy all 
animal life. 


This unseen deterrent, perfected in five 
years at the Microbiological Research 
Centre and the Chemical Defence Experi- 
mental Establishment, can be mass-pro- 
duced cheaply by the smallest nations. 

The germ is known to medical men as 
Botulinus toxin. It is a small sausage- 


@ ON BACK PAGE 


See “ Deadly Disease,” by Sybil Morrison, 
on back page. 
MESUETURUTRUCTET TUTTE TEDSTER EEO 


Brixton to Holloway 


NOVELIST ETHEL MANNIN | (left) 

feads the march of supporters of the 
rocket-base demonstrators from Brixton 
Prison to Holloway Prison. With her on 
last Saturday’s nine-mile walk across Lon- 
don is Joyce Hazzard, who with other volun- 
tary helpers organised the march and the 
Direct Action Committce’s other activities 
while the officers were in prison. Lady 
Clare Annesley, Peace News Hon Treasurer, 
stands beneath the black banner. 


At a meeting outside Holloway Prison, 
Ethel Mannin said that she had now 
become a convinced supporter of Direct 
Action, “I am ashamed that I am not in 
there, too,” she said. 


Pat Arrowsmith, April Carter and Mil- 
dred Slater were released from Holloway 
on Monday, the Editor of Peace News from 
Brixton on Friday Jast, and Christopher 
Farley, of Peace News staff, on Saturday. 
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SHOULD JUNGLE 
GARTINE 
BE SLAIN? 


Alan Lovell reviews 


The Long and the Short and the Tall, at the 
Royal Court Theatre. 


BRITISH patrol gets lost in the 
middle of the Malayan jungle dur- 
ing the second World War. It cap- 
tures a stray Japanese soldier and 
then finds that it is surrounded by 
Japanese forces who have broken 
through the British lines. If the 
patrol is to escape something must 
be done about the captured Japan- 
ese since he is now a liability. The 
soldiers debate as to whether they 
. shall kill him; in the end he is acci- 
dentally killed and the soldiers 
themselves run into the Japanese 
forces and are all killed. 


“The Long and the Short and the Tall” 
is not a play about brave British sol- 
diers who are fighting for King, Country 
and the democratic way of life. It is 
about men who are suddenly removed 
from their homes in Cardiff, London and 
Glasgow, plonked down in the middle of 
the jungle to fight in a war about which 
they know very little, and are then faced 
with killing a man just like themselves 
whose only difference is that he is on 
the other side. 


x 


The characters in the play are conventional 
enough, an aggressive cockney, a dumb 
Welshman, a taciturn Northerner, and so 
on. But what gives them life is the 
author's ear for dialogue. He is able to 
catch the authentic sound of a barrack- 
room conversation. In doing this he 
shows that English is a very expressive 
language. Through the dialogue he is 
able to reveal the feelings the men have 
about each other, about the war and the 
Japanese. 


The vividness and expressiveness of the 
dialogue makes the play very entertain- 
ing. Since the author also has a good 
sense of the theatre the play grips all the 
time. The author is helped in this by 
the very good direction of Lindsay 
Anderson and the excellent playing of 
Peter O'Toole. 


The centre of the play is the morality of 
killing in wartime a prisoner who han- 
dicaps your chances of successful escape. 
The play is obviously meant as a plea 
against killing in these circumstances 
since the central character takes this 
stand. But the stand is weakened by the 
tomantic way in which the character is 
presented. In the first act Private Bam- 
forth is a typical barrack-room lawyer, 
“up to,” as the sergeant says, “ every 
skive in the book.” By the final act he 
is the only one of the patrol who is 
absolutely opposed to killing the prisoner. 
The two halves of his character do not 
knit together. Since the logic of the 
situation obviously points to the killing 
of the prisoner the case against it needs 
to be put very firmly and without 
ambiguity. 


»¥ 


Many critics have spoken of this play as 
being anti-war or pacifist. It is nothing 
of the kind, and the use of these words 
only shows how loosely they are applied 
at present. What the author has done is 
to take war as a given fact and then 
point to one situation that war puts men 
in. The play is not about the general 
morality of killing people but about the 
killing of one man in one particular 
situation. You might want to draw anti- 
war conclusions from this, but the con- 
clusions are not in the play itself. 


“The Long and the Short and the Tall” 
is a play that presents a serious and 
important issue. It is very entertaining. 
It would be a worthwhile activity of 
peace groups to organise parties to the 
theatre (the Royal Court offers specially 
reduced prices for parties of ten or more) 
and then to discuss the play and the 
statement that it is trying to make. 


Some first impressions 


By REGINALD REYNOLDS 


This article was written shortly before the death of Reginald Reynolds. He 
was visiting Australia at the request of Australian Quakers. 


TT'HE first impact of a new country on a traveller is something so swiftly lost 
that it may justify this attempt, on the 45-hour journey from Perth to 


Adelaide, to capture a few impressions, 


however inadequate or even inaccurate. 


Things are seen in sharp outline which greater familiarity only obscures. 


We are crossing endless miles of bush, 
low scrub, parched grass and clumps of 
trees. But far behind me lie little towns 
where bungalows, cach standing in its own 
plot of land, Jie half-hidden among blos- 
soming trees and shrubs—everything from 
our English roses to that golden parasite, 
the Australian ‘Christmas Tree.” Water, 
for lack of which so much of this great 
continent lics waste, seers plentiful enough 
on the West Coast, even in this dry season. 


I landed at Fremantle in an early heat- 
wave (unseasonable in the early summer), 
but sprays were doing their work in the 
beautiful gardens of Perth. “They think 
we are all savages here,” a friend told me. 
“They” did not mean strangers from 
abroad, but the Australians of Melbourne 
and Sydney, cut off by immense distances. 
When the Quakers of Perth attended 
General Mecting at Hobart they calculated 
that the distance was equal to that between 
London and Istanbul. Sydney and Bris- 
bane would, as a rough guess, be the equi- 
valent of Baghdad and Isfahan, though I 
can't check this at the moment. 


Western Australia 


Western Australia, which I have so 
regretfully left behind, is therefore some- 
thing quite apart from the great cities 
towards which I am moving. It has its 
own University, where (thanks to Ernest 
Hodgkin, of the Zoology Dept.) I met 
many distinguished men and women. It has 
its Radio Station, where I was interviewed 
by Catherine King, who has acquired a 


Faith on trial 
in China 


“INN OF THE SIXTH HAPPINESS,” on general 
release. 


F you are a pacifist of the heart you will 

be much moved by this poignant and 
uplifting film. I forgot everything else in 
the struggle with my emotions amongst 
wide-eyed, now frightened, now beaming, 
Chinese children and the indomitable 
Gladys Aylward. Whilst 20th Century Fox 
have undoubtedly introduced a little more 
romance than Miss Aylward herself could 
vouch for, and have diminished her reli- 
gion to a rather trivial level, her tremend- 
ous personal faith and pacifist convictions 
come through unmistakably. 


She follows her “call”? quite regardless 
of the cost. Rejected by the missionary 
socicty as unqualified, she earns her fare to 
China by working as a parlourmaid, reaches 
the remote North where appalling prisons 
and bound-foot women and children plunge 
her into a programme of radical reform. 
Single handed she runs an inn with a differ- 
ence, the traditional tales over the evening 
meal are Christian teachings, and the mule- 
teers carry them on to yet remoter regions. 


The Japanese invade, will Miss Aylward 
tell the villagers to fight ? A simple declar- 
ation of her love for all men and a refusal 
to support the military authorities is fol- 
lowed by courageous rescue work under the 
bombers, and an epic trek with 100 orphans 
to far distant safety across the mountains. 


Whatever shortcomings the critic may 
find, this is a film that is good, without 
being too good. 

iri a a 


Groups interested in the valiant work 
of the Direct Action Committee Against 
Nuclear War will welcome a short film 
made by Eric Walker of the two demon- 
strations at Swaffham. Preceded on the reel 
by that anti-H-bomb classic, Japanese 
Fishermen (English commentary by Tom 
Driberg), it brings out the patience, good 
humour, and the determination of all con- 
cerned in the recent non-violent obstruction 
campaign (30 minutes, 15s, a day from Eric 
Walker, 154 Corbyn Street, London, N.4.) 

H. F. M. 


reputation for her courageous advocacy of 
gocd causes. 


The local Friends and the University 
people spoke very warmly of her, and it 
was casy to see why. I met Mrs. King’s 
father, Professor Murdoch, a gay and witty 
old genileman who is the *G.O.M.” of 
Perth—a sort of Australian G. B. S., though 
I very much doubt whether I should have 
enjoyed Shaw’s company anything like as 
much. 


The Aborigines 


I visited the aboriginal settlement at 
Allawah Grove (mainly inhabited by half- 
castes) and the jail at Fremantle, where I 
was asked to give a talk about Gandhi. 
My audience consisted of about 70 abori- 
gines and half-castes, some of them remark- 
able artists, whose work I had previously 
seen. Some were serving sentences for in- 
fringement of the law which makes it 
punishable for any aborigine to take 
alcohol. Others, I was assured, committed 
petty offences merely to obtain food and 
shelter in prison, where they fared better 
than outside. I had long talks with officials 
of the Department of Native Welfare and 
with non-officials—well-concerned Friends, 
anthropologists and others—all of them 
active in the struggle for full citizenship, 
the minimum right of the aborigine. 


Australia is a country of bewildering con- 
trasts and paradoxes, of deceptive words 
and phrases. The people I met at the 
University of Western Australia and the 
Radio Station were all what would be 
called “liberals” in America or South 
Africa—in fact, they would have seemed 
outstandingly progressive by liberal stan- 
dards in SA or USA. But as “ Liberal ” 
is the label adopted by Australian Con- 
servatives it must be carefully avoided. 
Perhaps “radicals” would do; but the 
“Red Smear” is a potent deterrent, and 
you must beware of suggesting that anyone 
is “ left.” 

Citizenship rights 

One of the first things one learns is that 
there is no such thing as a White Australia 
Policy—-on paper. There is merely Immi- 
gration Control, which is operated on a 
racial basis. Similarly, and even more sur- 
prisingly, I learned that every aborigine is 
entitled, under the Commonwealth Consti- 
tution, to full citizenship. But unfortunately 
the Commonwealth has no power to say 
what persons shall enjoy in practice the 
citizenship to which they are “ entitled.” 
This is left to State Law, with no appeal 
to a Federal Court (as in the USA). In 
Western Australia, where 20,000 of Aus- 
tralia’s 70,000 aborigines and_half-castes 
are to be found, the State Law denics the 
right which the Commonwealth Constitu- 
tion “ guarantees,” and nothing can be done 
about it until the State Law is changed. 


A recent Bill attempted to set this right 
in Western Australia, though with one weak 
and dangerous clause. (It would have 
allowed an Australian native or half-caste 
to be deprived of his citizenship by a 
magistrate’s order, subject to appeal.) The 
Bill was carried in the Lower House, but 
rejected, by a small majority, in the Upper 
House, which is elected on a_ property 
franchise and has a “Liberal” majority. 
The WA Labour Party, though not yet 
enthusiastic on the subject, is already com- 
mitted to the full citizenship policy. As 
they control the Lower House success is 
regarded now as assured, in spite of some 
die-hard opposition. 


Before me at the moment lies an inter- 
esting document which I have been reading 
in the train. 


“|. The notion of apartness leads to 
a belief that we have the right to decide 
whether they as natives are entitled to share 
with us certain rights and privileges which 
we regard and jealously guard as our birth- 


of Australia 


right. It has led to the belicf that we 
have the right to give them something they 
already have, viz., citizenship rights. It has 
caused legislation to be passed which speci- 
fically denies them those rights. . . . Legis- 
lation which is based on false assumption 
should not be permitted to remain on the 
Statutes.” 


This passage, which later refers to the 
aborigines as “victims” of Western Aus- 
tralian lIcgislation, is not from a propaganda 
organisation. It js taken from the current 
report (June, 1958) of the State Commis- 
sioner of Native Welfare, S. G. Middleton. 
It is about as different from one’s stereo- 
type of a government report as it would be 
possible for such a report to be. 


Courageous Commissioner 


I spoke to members of that Department 
and was astonished at their attitude. Not 
many years ago if operated as a dictatorial 
agency, feared and hated (so oflicials told 
me) by the aborigines. It frecly used 
powers to separate families and to remove 
any native Australian where and when it 
pleased without any Icgal process, by means 
of a “ Ministerial Warrant.” Under Middle- 
ton all that was changed, in spite of initial 
opposition from many officials of the De- 
partment. Some of these obstructionists 
evidently remain—“ dead wood” but no 
longer able to hold up progress. 

The weight of the Department, as repre- 
sented by Middleton and his able Deputy 
(Mr. Anderson), has been thrown behind 
the cause of Full Citizenship, even though 
the cost may be the closing down of their 
own work. They themselves, while pre- 
pared to risk this, do not believe that it 
should automatically follow. 


Full citizenship will not immediately re- 
move the social and economic difficulties 
of aborigines and half-castes, but a vindic- 
tive opposition might choose to make this 
assumption and the courageous leaders of 
the Department are prepared to take the 
risk of it being liquidated. Quite certainly, 
in that case, much of their present work 
(already carried out, the Commissioner 
states, without “sufficient funds for even 
basic needs”) would have to be continued 
by some other agency or agencies. 


Struggle rewarded 


No thoughtful and observant person, 
even on the briefest visit, could describe 
the position of the “Abos” in WA as 
good. The past has been a history of ex- 
termination, expropriation and exploitation. 
Up to very recent years the position of the 
tribesmen to the north, as described to me 
by those who had closely studied it, was 
little better than slavery. The developments 
which seemed to me so hopeful belong to 
the post-war period, and often I was told: 
“This could not have happened even five 
years ago.” 


As those words were spoken I was, on 
one occasion, watching an_ inter-racial 
fancy-dress parade of children. Bright-eyed 
and beautiful, the dark-skinned children 
mingled with those whose sun-tan looked 
pale by comparison. The Friend who spoke 
looked at me with a glint of justifiable 
triumph. There was still much to do, but 
things were moving at last, and moving 
with more speed than anyone had once 


. thought possible. 


The friends I have Ieft behind are the 
people who struggled long years for this 
to happen. Without much encouragement 
from abroad, with no “lime-light” and 
plenty of opposition. . . . And in ten days 
I learnt to love and honour them. 


: WALES seeks 
= SELF-GOVERNMENT 


If you seek Peace, you support 

self-government for all nations 
READ 

“80 Questions and Answers 

about Plaid Cymru” (The 

Welsh Party), by Gwynfor 

Evans, the Party President. 

(6d.+-2d.) 

“Which Way to Freedom?” 

by Gene Sharp (1s.+2d.) 
PLAID CYMRU, 8, Queen Street, 

Cardiff. 
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2 Dutch Parliament £ 
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delegates who had met at the Students £2,000 by January 31, I can only hand him 
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Congress against Nuclear Armament 
in West Berlin on January 3 and 4. 


The Congress was said to be the largest 
and most important student meeting since 
the war. The delegates represented local 
groups of more than 20 universities in West 
Germany. 


The Nobel prize winners Professor Max 
Born and Professor Max von Laue, the 
theologists Professor Hellmuth Gollwitzer 
and Professor Heinrich Vogel from East 
Berlin, writers Stefan Andres and Hans 
Henny Jahn, and the well-known journalist 
Dr, Robert Jungk, were some of the sup- 
porters of the meeting. A number of 
people influential in West German life were 
present. 


Atomic dangers 


The final resolution, accepted by an over- 
whelming majority of those present, 
declared that nuclear weapons in a divided 
Germany would be a danger to world 
peace. It therefore called on the Govern- 
ment to look for new ways of reunifying 
Germany and getting world-wide disarma- 
ment, 


The resolution went on to say that, 
irrespective of any political or economic 
interests, the Congress would try to find out 
the truth about the effects of atomic 
weapons and would try to inform the Ger- 
man population of the dangers of current 
policy. “Policy is too dangerous to leave 
politicians alone with” was one of the 
most applauded sentences in the resolution. 


But there was another resolution which 
was dynamite at the Congress. It de- 
manded talks with East Germany to ex- 
amine the possibility of a confederation 
between East and West Germany. It was 
accepted by 60 or 70 per cent of the dele- 
gates, but a minority felt unable to accept 
this decision of the Congress, and there was 
much argument and commotion about it. 


The Berlin problem 


The Press seemed to welcome these 
occurences. Some weeks before the Con- 
gress met there had been attempts by both 
Chrisian Democrats and Socialists to upset 
the arrangements for it by calling it a 
meeting of “ political ignorants” and “ ad- 
venturers.” The meeting was very incon- 
venient for such groups because it took 
place in West Berlin, which they claim 
needs to be protected by nuclear weapons. 


It was impossible to claim that the Con- 
gress was dominated by Communists. How- 
ever, the Press took up the resolution about 
German reunification and ran long articles 
about “ tumultuous scenes at the Congress ” 
under unfavourable headlines, ignoring the 
other resolutions and the good work that 
was done. 


How could a Berlin Congress have ended 
without suggesting a solution to the Berlin 
problem? The majority at the Students’ 
Congress were of the opinion that the time 
was ripe for talks between East and West. 
The public reaction showed that these 
“angry young men” were considered poli- 
tically inconvenient. But “ adventurers ” 
have become “ heroes” many times before! 


KENYA TRIAL 


“MACHARIA DEFENCE FUND” 
has been set up by the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom. 

Kenya African, Rawson Macharia, has 
been indicted for swearing a false affidavit 
in connection with evidence given against 
Jomo Kenyatta, who was found guilty of 
managing Mau Mau. Macharia’s trial, 
therefore, has a direct effect on the con- 
viction of Kenyatta, who is serving a seven- 
year sentence. 

Information can be had from 374 Gray’s 
Inn Rd., London, W.C.1. 


A 


After World War II all parties, except 
to a certain extent the Communists, backed 
the colonial war against Indonesia and made 
no objections to any kinds of armaments 
or military measutes. 

Pacifism was for many years the special 
concern of small organisations outside Par- 
liament like the ANVA, the Dutch section 
of the War Resisters’ International, Kerk 
en Vrede, the Dutch section of the Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation, some Mennonites, 
Quakers, and members of the Third Way 
movement. 

In the spring of 1956 some disillusioned 
people started a new party for the politic- 
ally roofless. I personally did not feel 
ready for this. I felt that a great deal of 
thought was needed before a satisfactory 
position could be found for a new party. 


PACIFIST SOCIALIST PARTY 


At the end of 1956 the Pacifist Socialist 
Party was created and in 1957 it contested 
elections in the provincial states of Noord- 
Holland. 

To everybody’s surprise it got two seats 
(out of 77), and many people said “If 
we had known that this was possible in 
this fossilised world of never-changing 
parties we too would have voted for the 
PSP.” 

After this came the elections for the 
communal councils, and again the PSP 
made unexpected gains. In the Zaan region 
there were parish councils where as many 
as 12 per cent of the representatives were 
PSP. In some big cities like Amsterdam 
and Haarlem it was something like 5 per 
cent. All this was a promising start. 

The Parliamentary elections are due soon. 
The Dutch Labour Party is losing ground, 
having some of the responsibility for the 
evils of the coalition Government of the 
last 12 years, a bloody colonial war with 
nearly 300.000 dead, a crazy militaristic 


policy that costs millions of pounds, and 
the deterioration of education. The deve- 
lopment of social security is not enough to 
counterbalance these evils; and it is ex- 
pected that the Dutch Socialist Party will 
suffer further losses. The Communists are 
fighting each other and are coming to the 
election with two lists, which means they 
are commiting electoral suicide. 

So there is a real ground for the belief 
that the PSP in the coming elections will 
get some seats. How many? Nobody can 
tell. One guesses somewhere between | and 
4 (out of 150 seats). 


ANTI-WAR PROGRAMME 


What does the PSP stand for? It will 
oppose all military expenditure and propose 
the abolition of conscription ; as an imme- 
diate measure, partial disarmament and 
drastic reduction of armament expendi- 
tures; refusal to establish rocket bases in 
Holland; abolition of so-called civil defence 
and the channelling of at least 10 per cent 
of the military expenditure to the assistance 
of under-developed countries; large changes 
in education; negotiations with Indonesia 
about the transfer of Irian to Indonesia and 
the giving up of Dutch sovereignty over 
that island. The slogan of the party is 
“Socialism without atomic bombs.” 

If you look at the list of candidates that 
the PSP has put up for the election you 
will see all the men and women who have 
been active pacifists in the last decade. One 
can safely say that for the first time in 
history Holland has a party that is specific- 
ally pacifist in outlook and personnel, so 
that the Fellowship of Reconciliation, the 
War Resisters’ International, Third Way 
Movement, Mennonites, Quakers and other 
Christian sects for the first time have a 
party that is really their party, 


Who will be the representatives of the 
Party in Parliament cannot be safely said. 
I am sure that readers will feel extremely 
safe and happy to know that one of those 
on the list of candidates is your never dis- 
ciplined, non-conformist and disobedient 
Dutch correspondent, 


ALLEN SKINNER 
CARRIES ON 


U NPUBLICISED each ycar, Peace News 

oflice puts on a New Year Party for its 
voluntary helpers, contributors, staff and 
colleagues in the other “ peace offices” of 
London. 

But this year’s gathering deserves a news 
mention, for a quite delightful part of it 
was taken up by a presentation to Allen 
Skinner, former Editor of Peace News, who 
has recently retired from the staff (although 
we retain his vast experience and guidance 
as honorary Associate Editor). In making 
the presentation, Sybil Morrison declared 
that Allen Skinner was a unique person, 
there was no one quite like him in the 
pacifist movement, no one who so diffused 
tolerance and a wise judgment, and un- 
shakable kindliness coupled with a devas- 
tating knowledge of facts. 

The typewriter which was given him 
symbolises Peace News’ dependence on his 
continued research into the growth of a 
war-free world, a world to which his whole 
life had been devoted. But we also gave 
him Handel’s Messiah—to lift his spirit 
above the dreary confusion and refresh his 
well-earned leisure. 

W.R.I. International Secretary Arlo 
Tatum, Friends Peace executive Eric 
Tucker, Labour Peace Fellowship’s Ron 
Huzzard, and PN Editor Hugh Brock spoke 
of the friendship and leadership that Allen 
was giving, and many friends and organ- 
isations were associated with the presenta- 
tion. H. F. M. 


about one-third of the bouquet which we 
had planned to celebrate his release. 

The trouble is that I was unable to pass 
the hat round PERSONALLY. I know 
everyone would then have joined enthu- 
siastically in this tribute of admiration for 
the editor's example. 

IT IS NOT TOO LATE! We know you 
want to be in on this and so are keeping 
the fund open till February 6. This will 
enable the nine out of ten who have not 
yet contributed since February 1, 1958, to 
do their duty. 

We are light-hearted in PN office, but 
eur difficulties are serious, and serionsly 
threaten disaster, This column’s PN Fond 
still has £225 to rafse, and a further £615 
is due to complete our separate Annual 
Appeal for £1,500. 

£840 to raise by February 6. 

Here’s my hat. It ts old and battered, 
but it will take the £840 needed to start 
Peace News out of debt for its next finan 
cial year. 

Nine readers out of ten, here’s your last 
chance to show you think our work really 
matters, I am quite sure you do, 

H. MISTER, Manager. 

Contributions received since Feb. 1, 1958: 
£1,774 10s, 9d. 

Contributions 
£109 ts. Sd. 

Still needed: £225, 


For sale of waste paper from Mr. Till- 
man and Mr. P. Smith: £2 5s, 6d. 

Anonymous contributions _ gratefully 
acknowledged: “ Hollywood,” 2s, 6d.; An 
Old Age Pensioner, £1. 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to 
Lady Clare Annesley, Treasurer, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


G. D. H. Cole and his 


influence 
Mr. G. D. H. Cole died on Jan. 14. 


MAJHEN some years ago an attempt was 
VV made to launch the Third Way Move- 
ment at a conference at Oxford University 
G. D. H. Cole was the principal speaker 
and provided a devastating analysis of the 
Labour Party record in international affairs 
in the years following the war, His address 
concluded however with a rather hopeless 
acceptance of a need for continued associa- 
tion with the Labour Party despite its com- 
plete involvement in the power struggle 
between the two blocs. 

Questioned at lunch on his disinclination 
to take an independent line he remarked 
“What should I be without association with 
the Labour Party?” 

This incident is significant, it seems to 
me, of Cole’s humility and also of a dis- 
abling quality that detracted from the influ- 
ence of some of his work. For Cole was 
a personage of influence in his own right 
and had no need for a party political asso- 
ciation to establish his status. On the other 
hand he did not find it very easy to work 
with the people who were most fully in 
accord with the teachings he spent his life 
in propounding. There was a decided in- 
congruity in the fact that the closest and 
Most permanent association he had was 
with the Fabian Society, which is not a 
body that has ever shown any great en- 
thusiasm for democracy as applied to in- 
dustry. 

G. D. H. Cole was a conscientious objec- 
tor to military service in Wold War I, but 
his pacifism was never very pervasive in 
his outlook and he abandoned it in later 
years. 

His influence on his young contemporaries 
in his earlier years was very great indeed. 
Today it may seem that the doctrines of 
which he was such an able exponent have 
been lost sight of, but there is a great need 
for their revival if democratic conceptions 
are to survive.—J,. A. S, Pues 
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“HOME AGAIN” 


EADERS will, I am sure, understand my desire this 
week to turn this into a personal colunin. 


Tetters, telephone calls and telegrams have made it clear 
that the sparks which have flown from the anvil of fierce discus- 
sion on Swaffham are not to be mistaken for any division in 
fellowship. 


Together with my assistant, Christopher Farley, I send a 
most hearty “thank you” to all who, in many different ways, 
have thought of us during our imprisonment. 


I must confess that the 14 days in prison have seemed like 
14 weeks, despite the experience of a longer sentence 18 years 
ago. Inevitably one found oneself comparing Brixton, 1959, 
with Wandsworth, 1941. As a “civil” prisoner in Brixton I 
had enough food to fill me up; hunger did not dominate my 
thoughts as it did in 1941. 


But the most startling difference was the friendliness and 
sympathy from prisoners and prison staff. Within the framework 
of prison regulations there is, as conscientious objectors have 
learnt from bitter experience, plenty of scope for both harshness 
and kindness. The authorities at Brixton arranged a Quaker 
Meeting for us, with the help of Croydon Friends, less than 
twenty-four hours after our arrival. In 1941 we should have 
heard something about the shortness of time available, lack of 
space, or some other excuse. 


But enough about prison... 
* * * 


HAT has all this taught me, who felt sure only that 

the action at Swaffham should have my personal 
support but was unable to say with certainty that the 
action was “right” and that therefore everyone should 
be called upon to take part in it? 


It has convinced me that if a group clings tightly to the 
principle of non-violence in any action it undertakes that prin- 
ciple will shine through. And, above all, that there is a large 


section of the public and the Press prepared to recognise the 
underlying motives of an action which could so easily have been 


misrepresented and attacked. 


The months since Aldermaston have brought many personal 
contacts with men in Fleet Street and I have been impressed by 
their sympathetic coverage of what we have been trying to do. 
(No names, no pack drill, but one journalist, assigned the task of 
being on the spot when April Carter and Pat Arrowsmith were 
arrested, spent a good part of two days helping in their office!) 

Then there has been the exciting discovery that all the 
Direct Action staff could be swept into prison and yet others 
would come forward to man the oflice and organise that splendid 
march from Brixton to Holloway. 


* * * 


T was the support given to my family and to Peace 
News which finally made the heart overflow. Neigh- 
bours who unexpectedly knocked on the door and said 
they were “with us all the way”; sympathetic words 
from the children’s schoolteachers; flowers from a local 
worthy and pillar of our borough's Air Training Corps! 


But for the purpose of this column “home” is the Peace 
News office. With Christopher Farley and myself away a great 
burden of extra work was cheerfully shouldered by the remainder 
of the staff, and many offers of journalistic help came to us 
from others already carrying heavy commitments to our cause. 


* * * 


NOTHER chapter of pacifist history is closing, another 

beginning. Peace News is not “ returning to normal ”; 

it is going all out to support those who have taken new 
heart from the encouraging signs of the times. 


People want to know what can be done to end the suicidal 
drift to war; they are interested in efforts to that end. 


Peace News will seek to explain, to thrash out the problems 
as they arise; above all, to encourage those who are bringing 


in the new age of non-violence. 


Hugh Brock 


At Geneva 


HE Conference at Geneva on ending the tests 

is not getting anywhere. Russia and the West 

are divided on three issues. The first is controls. 

The West is asking for effective international 

controls which could open the way for general 

disarmament, the Russians argue that such controls 

would be a cover for Western domination of the 
world. 

The second issue is the question of linking the 
ending of the tests with general disarmament. The 
West is disappointed at the Russian reaction to 
their offer to give up progress in general disarma- 
ment as a condition of the continued suspension 
of the tests; the Russians do not think that agree- 
ment is possible while the West insists on effective 
controls as necessary for suspension. 

The third issue is the new information about 
underground tests that the Americans want to put 
before the Conference; the Russians do not think 
that this information makes any difference to the 
present position. 

We have the feeling that no proposals put for- 
ward by either side would be accepted by the 
other. There is too much distrust of the other 
side’s motives. 

It is an old pacifist principle that negotiations 
in this kind of atmosphere will never be successful 
and that what we should be most concerned with 
is changing the atmosphere. 

For this reason we welcome the letter from Mrs. 
D. H. Barasi which we published last week. It 
seems to us very important at the moment to 
demand that the British Government unilaterally 
stops its nuclear tests. A gesture of this kind could 
improve the atmosphere sufficiently for negotia- 
tions to have a real chance of success. It is this 
that we should be working for. 


Mr. Gaitskell 


W HEN Mr. Gaitskell came back from Paris 

the other week, he said of the French 
Government: ‘“ The object of the French Govern- 
ment is to maintain a reasonably balanced policy, 
with a strong tinge of nationalism.” Mr. Gaitskell 
is also apparently very encouraged by the modera- 
tion of General de Gaulle. 

This is another indication of where Mr. 
Gaitskell’s instinct leads him in foreign affairs. 
There was a time when socialists would have been 
the first to condemn the way that de Gaulle came 
to power and the authoritarian system which has 
now been set up in France. 

But those days are over. This is not the time 
for “wild extremism.” This is the time for 
“ statesmanship and moderation,” even if this means 
giving the brave people in France like M. Mendes- 
France and the Left socialists no word of encour- 
agement. After all, France is a very important 
member of the Western alliance for peace and 
democracy. 

Mr. Gaitskell’s attitude to France only confirms, 
of course, what has been obvious for some time. 
We only comment on it because we feel that it 
has a particular relevance to the controversy over 
support for the Labour Party at the next election. 
In the case of Suez the weight of popular opposi- 
tion inside the Labour Party was able to check 
Mr. Gaitskell’s desire to support the Conservatives. 

But then the Labour Party was in opposition. 
The situation if it ever comes to power will be 
very different. Then Mr. Gaitskell will take most 
of the important decisions in the privacy of the 
cabinet. And he will always be able to plead that 
he made his decision in the light of information 
that he is not able to make public. 

If there is a Labour Government, Mr. Gaitskell 
will be able to prepare the ground on which he 
will meet any opposition. Unless great changes 
are made in the Labour Party the man who will 
have decisive control of the next Labour Govern- 
ment will be a man whose instinct on foreign 
policy has been wrong on nearly every occasion 
since he became leader of the Labour Party. 


No leadership ... 


TEXHREE weeks ago we drew attention to an en- 

couraging editorial comment in The British Weekly 
concerning the non-violent obstruction in December 
at the rocket base near Swaffham. We emphasised, 
however, that this Christian journal was not giving 
the *‘ unmistakable leadership” that should distinguish 
the Church, which, we maintained, “should be calling 
for the renunciation of the weapons of destruction 
which deny its very basis.” 

Last week The British Weekly replied to Peace News 
in a kindly comment entitled “A Question of 
Strategy.” It recognised that “over and over again 
Church groups and other groups have passed resolu- 
tions and issued calls denouncing nuclear war... 
The more the Church can call for the ending of 
nuclear tests and proclaim the inconsistency of 
Christian faith and nuclear warfare the better.” 

The British Weekly then stated that “what is true 
for the Church may not be felt to be relevant by the 
nation,” and argued (correctly, we believe) that no 


- legislative powers against anti-Semitism may 


potential government will now consider unilateral 
nuclear disarmament. Progress in disarmament could 
only come through top level political talks, and there- 
fore, it concluded, the task of the Church was to 
support these and to denounce nuclear weapons.. 

It is clear that, beyond our utter disapproval of 
nuclear weapons, there is a fundamental difference of 
approach between The British Weekly and Peace 
News. If the Christian faith and nuclear warfare are 
inconsistent, as we agree, then the Church surely 
should instruct its members that they cannot believe 
in both, and that they have an individual respon- 
sibility to choose which they want. Denunciation is 
quite inadequate without renunciation. This is no 
question of strategy but of simple Christian principle. 

Whether the nation feels the Christian answer to 
be relevant must, for the Christian, be a very minor 
consideration. The nation, morcover, has yet to hear 
the Church’s uncquivocal answer. It might well have 
a very surprising effect. 


oe - HO Support 


HE implications of The British Weekly's position 
are significant. The individual Christian, it is in 
effect saying, is politically powerless and apparently 
should not try to be anything else. He has no imme- 
diate responsibility for what his and other governments 
are doing in the world, and he should not attempt to 
withdraw his support for evil deeds. He may work in 
an arms factory, vote for super-weapons, pay taxes for 
them or join the armed forces. When he sees govern- 
ments planning war he can ask them to agree not to. 
Petitions and denunciations can have some value. 
They can help to create the atmosphere in which 
people are stirred out of their apathy. But in the 
matter of world war such pleas are not likely to 
have much effect upon governments whose _ basic 
assumptions are militaristic. 

It is no accident that when citizens, horrified by the 
latest weapons, petition their government to agree to 
make peace, the government usually replies that the 
latest weapons are indeed horrible, and that it is doing 
its best to make peace despite the obvious insincerity 
of other governments. 

An advanced global arms race is not easily ended 
by governments committed to it, and there is little 


. Teason to suppose that this arms race is an exception. 


We believe that peace can be made despite govern- 
ments. If people withdraw their support for military 
institutions, these institutions will be powerless to 
continue their policies. This approach seems to us to 
be the most politically realistic in this nuclear age, and 
we also notice that this position alone upholds the 
integrity of the individual. 


Anti-Semitism 


ANITSEMITISM in Germany is once more head- 
line news. This is sad but hardly surprising. Those 
chiefly responsible for the incidents reported 
appear to be mostly middle-aged. And the 
middle-aged of to-day are the children and 
young people who, twenty years ago, were 
subjected to an intensity of anti-Semitic 
propaganda without precedent in history. 


Moreover, the times are propitious for 
scapegoat hunting. Western Germany has 
made remarkable progress in many direc- 
tions since the war. But there remains a 
fundamental uneasiness, a sense of in- 
security inherent in the divided state of the 
country and its perilous situation between 
East and West. And for the scapegoat- 
hunter “the Jews” remain a_ popular 
quarry ! 

Happily, there is another side to the 
question, in Germany itself. That no one 
is more aware of the dangers of anti- 
Semitism than the present leaders of the 
German people is evident from the state- 
ments made only a week ago by President 
Huess and Dr. Adenauer. The extension of 


exert a restraining influence. More than 
official pronouncements and legislative pro- 
cedures are needed, however, if anti-Semi- 
tism is really to be eradfcated, 

Two things are clearly of paramount im- 
portance. The first is the need for effective 
educational measures designed not merely 
to remove misunderstanding and prejudice, 
but more positively to encourage healthy 
inter-group attitudes and relationships. This 
calls for greater care in the selection, train- 
ing and appointment of teachers. Secondly, 
there is the ever-pressing need for a peace- 
ful and creative solution of the problem of 
a divided Germany. 

In the meantime it is encouraging to note 
that there are in Germany today 22 Councils of 
Christians and Jews, working mainly in the educational 
field, through a co-ordinating Council with its head- 
quarters in Frankfurt. It is specially significant that 
when, just a year ago, these Councils held a National 
Congress in Munich (the erstwhile spiritual home of 
Nazism) some 300 students, boys and girls from the 
senior forms of the local High Schools, were allowed 
to attend its sessions and participate in its discussions. 
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Frank Aliaun, HP 
North Pickenham 


Votes and the Bomb 


HE handful of Labour MPs (and they 

are only a handful) who vote against 
armaments do not make the other 600 
Labour candidates or MPs “ progressive.” 
If we want unilateral disarament we can't 
expect it to come through the 96 per cent 
of Labour, Tory and Liberal MPs disobey- 
ing their Whips or voting against their 
consciences. If we want unilateral pacifism 
we must vote only for candidates (whatever 
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7-POINT CHARTER 
FOR ANTI-H-BOMB 
CAMPAIGN 


This is a continuation of the report, 
which appeared last week, of the 
European Congress for Nuclear Dis- 
armament held in London on Jan. 16. 


4 oe Congress opened with messages 
from various people who were 
unable to attend, Among them were 
Hugh Brock, Editor of Peace News, 
from Brixton Jail (loud applause), 
Ignazio Silone, the novelist, Herr Willy 
Brandt, the mayor of West Berlin, 
Abbé Pierre, Martin Niemdller, Cyrus 
Eaton, and Karl Barth, the theologian. 

In his message Karl Barth said, “ there 
have been enough words and fighting with 
words. Should opposition not be more 
practical and concrete? Should it consider 
active resistance (such as an open appeal 
to refuse military service)?” 

The main item in the morning's session 
was the European Charter that was intro- 
duced by Dr. Robert Jungk. The main 
points in the Charter were: 

1 Reverence for life. 

2 The need to spread information and edu- 
cation as widely as possible. 

3 A realisation of the greater responsibility 
demanded by the existence of nuclear 
weapons. 

4 Freedom of thought. 

5 A very deep allegiance to truth and objec- 
tivity. 

6 The acknowledgment of understanding 


and trust as indispensable conditions of 
any improvement in international relations. 


7 Loyalty towards mankind. 

“Therefore we shall refuse to co-operate 
in any way in projects which we recognise 
as dangerous to mankind, even if this 
means that we should find ourselves in 
conflict with national laws which have been 
made obsolete by the coming of the nuclear 
age.” 

The afternoon session began with reports 
from the various European campaigns 
against nuclear weapons. Mrs. Barbro 
Alving reported on the progress of the 
Swedish Action Committee, which had 
brought the question of the Swedish Atomic 
bomb to the forefront of people’s minds. 
Pastor André Trocmé said that the French 
Committee was as yet too young for him 
to be able to make a report about it. 

Hans Werner Richter then proposed the 
setting up of a European Committee against 
Nuclear Weapons. Making the proposal he 
said, “If, however, today the European 
Governments engage in joint policies 
primarily in the sphere of military integra- 
tion this is done entirely in the sense of that 
national inheritance of evils which I men- 
tioned earlier; if the danger from European 
nuclear arms exists, then the antagonists 
of such nuclear arms ought to combine on 
a joint policy.” 

The European Committee would have 
two members from each national campaign 
as its members. Countries where no cam- 
paign as yet existed would send a consulting 
member and countries outside Europe would 
send observers. The Committee would meet 
every month or so in different European 
capitals. The Committee would have no 
directing power, but would be only of an 
advisory and co-ordinating character. 

In the discussion that followed Ben Levy 
proposed on behalf of the British Campaign 
that a World Conference of all countries 
and organisations opposed to the bomb be 
held. This proposal was well received by 
the Conference. 


their label) pledged to vote pacifist in the 
Commons. 

The issue is not between Tory capitalism 
and Gaitskell’s state capitalism, but whether 
the MPs who support H-bombs will allow 
mankind to exist. Frank Allaun says he 
can name about 70 MPs who “ believe in 
unilateral renunciation of the bomb.” What 
does he mean by “believe in“? Have 
these 70 MPs voted in the Commons 
against the bomb? They would not vote 
against it if the Government were Labour 
and the Whips were on. How many will 
take part in direct non-violent action against 
H-bombs ? 

Frank asks if we’ve forgotten the cam- 
paign against the Suez war? No; and 
we’ve not forgotten that Gaitskell in the 
previous August was cheered by the Tories 
for his speech against the nationalisation of 
the Suez Canal Co., a speech that encour- 
aged Eden to think hed get Labour sup- 
port. Had Egypt been invaded under UN 
auspices most Labour MPs would have sup- 
ported such a war, as they supported war 
in Korea. Significantly, Labour leaders 
opposed the appeal of Soper and other 
pacifists that we should call for a refusal 
to make, transport or use arms in Egypt. 

Nor, Frank, have we forgotten: (1) 
Labour shared the responsibility for waging 
war, 1940-45, for conscripting men and 
women, and for dropping the first A- 
bombs. (2) Labour introduced peace-time 
conscription in 4948. (3) Labour per- 
mitted US bomb bases in East Anglia. (4) 
Labour initiated peace-time rescarch on and 
manufacture of British A- and H-bombs. 
(5) Labour agreed to the rearmament of 
Germany, despite the fact that Co-op. MPs 
had been instructed to vote against it. 
Labour's betrayal of peace in these and 
other ways is not less criminal because the 
Tories would do the same. The same 
leaders will lead Labour in the Gencral 
Election. 

Some Fellowship Party, ILP and Inde- 
pendent candidates will contest seats on a 
unilateral disarmament programme. Let the 
pacifists back these candidates and support 
any Labour or Liberal candidates publicly 
pledged to vote against all armaments, 
whatever the Whips order. Where there are 
no such candidates, let the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament, PPU, etc., nominate 
such candidates and defeat at the poll all 
pro-war candidates whether Labour or 
Tory—RONALD S. MALLONE, 141 
Woolacombe Rd., London, S.W.3, 


Non-violence as defence 


AS one of those who took part in the 
demonstrations on the rocket site and 
at Swaffham, but who avoided arrest for 
cowardly reasons, may I say that this ex- 
hilarating experience has shown that non- 
violent resistance is a weapon of great 
power, and one which throws very consider- 
able responsibility upon those who use it. 

Apart from anything else it is extraordi- 
narily economical of time: a few hours at 
North Pickenham gained more publicity 
than months of conventional campaigning 
and committee work. And the courteous 
behaviour of the Norfolk Constabulary, 
eyed of course by scores of reporters and 
cameramen, was in part their reaction to 
non-violent methods. 

There is no need to point out to readers 
of Peace News that the basic needs of 
human beings throughout the world are 
mutually compatible, nor that war as a 
method of solving economic and psycho- 
logical conflicts (which will continue to 
arise) is entirely outmoded. 

But events at Swaffham have suggested 
that non-violent resistance against this 
country’s war preparations could provide a 
training ground now for the mass use of 
this weapon against an invader. For those 
whose minds think in terms of a deterrent 
this could become a real alternative to the 
nuclear one, and a more realistic training 
than for Civil Defence which lulls people 
into a false sense of. security--TONY 
WEAVER, 18 Campden Grove, London, 
W.8. 


Coercion and Government 


MAJHATEVER one may think of the 
wisdom of the North Pitkenham 


rocket base demonstration, it was certainly 
not coercive, as both Michael Randle and 


J. Allen Skinner assert. The phrase “ non- 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


violent coercion” used by Allen Skinner is 
a contradiction in terms and has no valid 
meaning whatever. If one attempts to 
widen the definition of coercion by includ- 
ing moral as well as physical force, clear 
thinking becomes impossible. 

But even if we admit that there is an 
element of coercion in getting in the way 
of a lorry, how humbugging it is to deplore 
this whilst at the same time acknowledging 
and taking part in the physical coercion 
which is the fundamental basis of demo- 
cracy or of any other form of govern- 
ment! J. Allen Skinner says that we are 
democrats, that is, believers in the right of 
the majority to coerce the minority. No 
question here as to whether the majority is 
right or wrong, and in consequence I can- 
not see any pacifist who thinks at all taking 
that view—otherwise he would not stand 
out against military service (which has the 
will of the majority behind it). His further 
statement “that we must feel ourselves de- 
barred from seeking to coerce those who do 
not see evil where we see it” has no rele- 
vance at all to the North Pickenham 
demonstration, but it has relevance to his 
adoption of political methods to remedy 
the evils in society, and it cuts the ground 
from under his feet. His whole article begs 
the question. 

Michael Randle, on the other hand, 
whilst still having a weakness for demo- 
cracy, docs see that there are duties for 
which minorities can and should be respon- 
sible, and that when the action of the 
alleged majority is so wicked, the minorities 
should contract out of what they regard as 
normal conduct in society and protest as 
strongly as they can against such moral 
obloquy. 

It is a commonplace in English history 
for minorities to have taken drastic action 
aS a protest against injustice, and we can 
thank our forbears for the fact that respect 
for authority has never gone so far as it 
has in some other countries; it is owing to 
such action that we have as much freedom 
left as we have. It is sadly true that in 
recent years, owing to the development of 
the “ Welfare State,”? we have Jost much of 
our traditional robust opposition to 
tyranny. 

Why then should there not be Civil Dis- 
obedience to save mankind ?. And is it not 
rather early for Damaris Parker-Rhodes to 
apply the Pragmatic Test ? The early his- 
tory of trade unionism would not have 
shown much reason for continued activity 
if the Pragmatic Test had been applied at 
that stage. Nor would the Pragmatic Test 
have favoured the development of Chris- 
tianity if applied at the crucifixion. 

“ Swaffham was non-violent,” says 
Damaris Parker-Rhodes, “but it forced 
those on the site to use force if they were 
to continue work. . . . I do not want to 
teach Empire Loyalists and Colour bar 
protagonists to act as my civil disobedience 
friends did.’ Why not ! It would be much 
better than their present tactics of breaking 
bottles over peoples’ heads and knifing 
innocent coloureds. She is talking nonsense 
when she says we have all the machinery 
of a free democracy—trade unions, free 
Press, Parliament. What is one to do when 
in self interest practically every union, 
every paper, and both parties in Parliament 
support nuclear armaments? It is true 
that a powerful minority can _ influence 
Government action, but so far CND is not 
powerful enough, is not known well 
cnough, and is only beginning to be ruth- 
Jess enough to carry its principles into 
action.—A, G. HIGGINS, Stapleton, Nr. 
Pontefract. 


Necn-violent coercion 


HROUGH its transfer from another 

journal, my letter re Swaffham suffered 
from being read out of context. It was 
written in answer to one that implied that 
all coercion, whether violent or non-violent, 
is wrong. My reply was that we do coerce 
law-breakers and others, through our 
agents the police, and that this action most 
Friends would regard as proper, although 
we, like all decent people, do not regulate 
our behaviour merely by legality. 

I venture to believe that if a rocket with 
an H-bomb warhead were actually to be 
fired, and Sybil Morrison could stop it by 
interposing her own body she would do so. 
So would many others. 
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Non-vtolent coercion 
Kenya trial 


I was not using the word “feeble” in 
the sense of “ineffective.” My impression 
is that the Swgffham demonstrators have 
achieved a publicity, and a favourable re- 
action, that is really surprising; but I was 
not thinking of that. I used the word 
“feeble” because I think that Friends, to 
whom I wrote the letter, and I include my- 
self, are not doing all that we could and 
should. 

Sybil has given her whole life to this 
work; some of us give part of our spare 
time and energy; some give an occasional 
attendance at a meeting; some give nothing, 
even although in principle they believe 
that these “ preparations for war in order 
to preserve peace’ are wrong. And one 
reason why they do nothing is because they 
have a sneaking feeling that although 
wrong they are effective. 

Our friends at Swaffham were not attack- 
ing one particular weapon, as I see it; they 
were drawing public attention to the wrong- 
fulness of the whole business, whether it 
prevents war for the time being or whether 
it provokes it. And that is just what we 
also try to do, although by other means.— 
KATHLEEN LONSDALE, 121 Station Rd. 
West Drayton, Middlesex. 


Macharia 


HE institution by the Kenya Govem- 

ment of a charge of perjury against 
Rawson Macharia, the leading prosecution 
witness in the trial of Jomo Kenyatta, should 
be allowed neither to conceal the necessity 
for an independent judicial enquiry into 
Macharia’s allegations that the Kenya Gov- 
ernment bribed him to give false evidence, 
nor to masquerade as an adequate substi- 
tute for such an enquiry. 

We are told that after “having exhaus- 
tively investigated” the allegations, the 
Kenya Government has decided that a 
judicial enquiry should not be held. Two 
points arise from this confident announce- 
ment. Firstly, we have to assume that in 
the coming trial a verdict of “not guilty” 
is as likely to be arrived at as a verdict of 
“ guilty,” and that the former verdict would 
make the demand for an independent en- 
quiry irresistible. The Kenya Government 
consequently places itself between the alter- 
natives of assuming the results of a trial 
before its judgment and preparing to ignore 
that judgment when it does appear. 

Secondly, an inevitable danger of acting 
as a judge in one’s own cause arises when 
a government enquires into its own conduct 
to decide whether or not it should be 
enquired into by somebody else. When the 
judge emerges cheerfully proclaiming that 
his own conduct needs no investigation, the 
outside world becomes sceptical indeed.— 


A. BASHOURUN, Chairman; DENNIS 
PHOMBEAH, Secretary; Committee of 
African Organisations, 69 Warrington 
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A TIME FOR ACTION 


fPHE actions at the rocket base at 
N. Pickenham were supremely a 
challenge to conscience. gf he principle 
applied there was the same as that 
underlying the actions of those who 
some months ago attempted to sail 
into the Pacific nuclear test areas in an 
effort to halt nuclear explosions. 


In each case there was a willingness to 
say in effect: 

“Tam so deeply convinced that what 
you are doing is wrong that I am willing 
to risk my liberty and safety in an effort 
to dissuade you from your intended 
actions. If you really believe what you 
are doing is right, then you must either 
imprison me or proceed with your action 
although it means injury or more for me. 

“But if you are unwilling to injure 
me, then you cannot in all conscience 
continue what you are doing. I am but 
one person, but you are helping prepare 
to murder millions. 

“Words have failed to reach your 
heart. Where words fail, perhaps my 
voluntary suffering may eventually suc- 
ceed. In any case, I am inwardly com- 
pelled to challenge you to stop helping 
in these preparations for the extermina- 
tion of humanity.” 


methods as principles 


The opposition to the N. Pickenham 
actions by some pacifists follows a general 
pattern of their opposition to the use of 
any method which was not among the 
traditional methods of achieving pacifism 
that have been followed by this movement. 

Instead of being willing to examire 
Critically the present adequacy of these 
methods, they adhere to them as though 
they were principles and as virtually the 
only permissible methods for pacifists to 
use. 

Who are these pacifists? 

Those who will concede, in the abstract, 
that we must “ strike against war,” but are 
shocked when it is suggested that pacifists 
ought to spread the idea that people can 
stop wart preparations by a general strike. 

Although they believe in no support or 
sanction for war preparations, some of 


“1 renounce war and | will never 
support or sanction another ” 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 
6, Endsleigh Street London, W.C.1 
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St. Christopher School 


LETCHWORTH 


A school community of some 340 

boys and girls (between 5 and 18 

years) and 90 adults practising 

education on sane and successful 

modern lines. Applications now 

being considered for vacancies next 
year. 
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KINGSLEY {HALL,- BOW, E.3 
“(Powis Rd., via Bromley by Bow 
Underground station) 


FOUNDATION WEEK 


February Ist - 8th inclusive 
TUESDAY, FEB., 3rd 7.45 p.m. 
Rev. Dr. DONALD SOPER 

Chair: Rev. R. SORENSEN, M.P. 
THURSDAY, FEB., 5th 7.45 p.m. 
KINGSLEY HALL AT HOME 
Hosts: Rev. PATRICK and Mrs. FIGGIS 
Compere: Mr. BERNARD EASTAUGH 
Soloist: HARRY MISTER 


Your presence will be a vote for 
Positive Peace and a Birthday 
Gift to us 


. By Gene Sharp 
FORMER ASSISTANT EDITOR OF PEACE NEWS 


This article is part of 


the series debating 


the Swaffham missile base 


demonstrations in December. 


them are horrified when it is suggested 
they ought to refuse to vote for parlia- 
mentary candidates who will not pledge, as 
a minimum, to vote against nuclear 
weapons. 

They seem to judge the ethical validity 
of non-violent action by the standards of 
a warped English middle-class propriety 
and a fear of “offending” any one—as 
though this was ever the standard for action 
by Jeremiah, Jesus, St. Francis, George Fox 
or Gandhi. 


angels on a pinhead 

They believe that active non-violent chal- 
lenging of preparations for the cremation 
of humanity is less important than ultra- 
fine points about such action being “ co- 
ercive” if it is able really to challenge 
consciences and deeds. 

This is no time for a pacifist equivalent 
of counting the number of angels who can 
sit on the head of a pin. 

If the pacifist movement is to contribute 
to the saving of humanity from the present 
crisis it will have to find new methods. 
Our course, our behaviour, must be peace- 
ful; the personality of those preparing for 
our extermination must be respected; and 
we must try to love our opponents. But 
also our loyalty to our basic beliefs 
demands that we shall act. 

Appeals to conscience are not a substi- 
tute for resistance and action. Non-violent 
resistance and direct action are themselves 
effective methods of appealing to con- 
science, 


crumbs of ‘respect?’ 


Then there is the opposition from those, 
largely non-pacifists, who object to such 
actions as being “ undemocratic.” They 
believe that they ought to use only such 
methods as talking, spreading their views 
and information, seeking to influence the 
Government by deputations, letters and 
petitions, and every few years voting for a 
Member of Parliament, usually selecting the 
candidate from two or three sharing essen- 
tially the same policies. 

When they offer these methods as alter- 
natives to more militant action, what do 
they think opponents of nuclear weapons 
have been doing ever since Hiroshima, and 
pacifist organisations as organisations have 
been doing ever since they began ? 

“We must maintain the respect of our 
opponents” this group may say. The 
Strongest apologist for war and _ nuclear 
weapons will grant his “ respect” to paci- 
fists and opponents of nuclear weapons as 
long as he can salve his conscience by 
allowing them to say he is wrong, without 
having any apprehension that they will do 
anything. 

If they cease to be pious conscience 
salvers (their own and his) and act so that 
their challenge to conscience can no longer 
be ignored, then they will receive fewer 
crumbs of “respect” from the table 
stacked high with weapons of death. They 
will also then begin to be relevant to the 
saving of humanity and to gaining the 
genuine respect from the people who do 
not sit at that table. There will be no end 
to the nuclear race other than death unless 
people undertake resistance and direct 
action against the implementing of these 
policies. 

Efforts at persuasion through talk and 
writing are important and necessary means 
of social change. But there comes a time 
when words must become actions if they 
are to have further influence. 


power of social facts 


Not many people—and certainly not 
governments—are changed fundamentally 
by words per se. The thinking and beha- 
viour of most people is predominantly in- 
fluenced by social facts, what is actually 
happening around them. When these social 
facts are changed, or when new social facts 
are introduced, then—and not until then— 
there becomes a chance for change. 

Ignazio Silone in his great novel “ Bread 


and Wine” tells of a revolutionary who at 
the time of the Italian invasion of Ethiopia 
returned incognito from exile to Italy to 
carry on propaganda with the aim of help- 
ing create a revolution against fascism and 
the war. 

His propaganda efforts had little effect. 
Then he, Don Paolo, realised why: 

“He realised now that the peasants 
were not susceptible to words. They sub- 
mitted only to facts. The idea of con- 
ducting counter propaganda, of which 
Don Paolo had thought on returning from 
abroad, was therefore entirely futile. 
Facts could be met only with other facts. 
The facts of dictatorship must be con- 
fronted, not with the words of liberty, 
but with the facts of liberty. The dicta- 
tor’s henchmen must be opposed not with 
other henchmen, who merely spoke 
differently, but with men who lived and 
acted differently. The peasants must be 
offered two sets of conflicting facts. and 
then, perhaps, they will make their choice 
and move, Don Paolo said to himself.” 


before men can choose 


Today the dominant social fact is a 
policy ef inhumanity (whatever the motives 
of its sponsors). The hydrogen bomb is a 
fact. The rockets are a fact. That Power 
States, when it is to their interest, violate 
basic humanity is a fact. 

Men will not believe there is really an 
alternative, or really a chance of achicving 
it, until they see the words translated into 
action. Until the words become ‘realities 
no choice is possible. 

A necessary way of doing this is by non- 
violent resistance and direct action against 
the policies of inhumanity. When the facts 
of inhumanity, passive acquiescence, violence 
and preparations for death are challenged, 
not merely by words but with an alternative 
set of facts, with their opposites, humanity, 
courageous defiance of evil, non-violence, 
assertion of the right to life, then there will 
be a chance that people will choose a policy 
of peace and life. 

Action is necessary to give people a 
chance to choose, and in the present cir- 
cumstances this must be in the form of 
non-violent resistance and direct action 
aimed at uprooting and defying the deep 
inhumanity of our age. 

We are told these methods arc not 
“ democratic.’ They are not parliament- 
arian, but since when did democracy mean 
parliamentarianism? Democracy is much 
richer and deeper even than a particular 
institution which is at best simply a means 
of fulfilling it. 


democratic resistance 


Democracy means that people have a 
genuine voice in determining their future. 
It also means that they take a moral res- 
ponsibility for their own actions and those 
of their society. Passive acquiescence in 
blatant evil is never democracy. There is 
nothing democratic about nuclear weapons. 

Non-violent resistance and direct action 
constitute an additional democratic method 
of responding to social evils against which 


other means have proved inadequate. If * 


we do not want democracy to die, we must 
spread the use of this method of social and 
“political” action through which people 
can express their deep discontent and break 
through the political paralysis of bi-par- 
tisanship which has effectively disfranchised 
them. 

As more people resolve to be no longer 
fooled by the empty political machinations 
and ceremonies which have made a 
mockery of democracy. and to have a 
genuine voice in determining that they shall 
have a future, we will hear more desperate 
pleas to “be democratic” and “ work 
within the system.” These pleas will in- 
crease as people learn a method of effect- 
ing their resolution. 

The Committee for Direct Action Against 
Nuclear War has hit upon the method for 
undermining policies which threaten 
humanity: withdraw suppert and peace- 
fully act against such policies. 


There is no doubt that the Aldermaston 
March, the efforts to persuade Aldermaston 
workers to withdraw their labour, and the 


N. Pickenham actions have given the 
British Government far more reason to 
take notice than aljl the speeches about 
nuclear weapons delivered in Parliament 
and the nuclear disarmament rallies. 

There is a very good reason for this. It 
is because there is a sense in which the 
Governments (British, American, Russian 
or other) which embark upon a nuclear 
weapons programme are nor “the really 
guilty men.” 


the * guilty men?’ 


“The really guilty men” are all of us 
who acquiesce in this which we know to be 
blatant, unjustifiable evil. ‘The really 
guilty men” are all of us who provide 
labour, brains and resources for such pur- 
poses; all of us who are content to talk but 
not act against these policies. 


Without the support and obedience of 
the people no government can Jong carry 
out such policies. It is we who co- 
operate and who do not defy who are 
“the really guilty men.” We make it 
possible for governments to pursue their 
policies of death. 

The Aldermaston and N. Pickenham 
actions indicate that we are beginning to 
realise our guilt, and to “ repent "—that is, 
to reverse our behaviour, end our passive 
submission to evil and to become men once 
more. We are learning how to resist and 
act against the death policies. Therefore, 
notice is being taken. 

We have scarcely begun. There are more 
methods of non-violent resistance and direct 
action which must be applied in this 
struggle, and the application must be spread 
and deepened. Peaceful, democratic and 
responsible methods. 

There is much coldness of hearts to melt. 
That will require the warmth of vast self- 
suffering. Many morc sacrifices must be 
made. 


hearts of courage 


Before we will be able to melt the hearts 
of the men officially responsible for nuclear 
weapons policies, we who have by our 
passive submission allowed this policy to 
be implemented and have thereby morally 
become accomplices, must also have 2 
change of heart—to hearts of courage. 

We must dedicate ourselves to achieving 
the renunciation of the policy of death and 
to courageous, non-violent and _ self-sacri- 
ficial action to achieve that end. 

Only then can we hope to win the hearts 
of those in high places and, at least equally 
important, those in low places who, like 
ourselves, have by their co-operation and 
obedience been responsible for this policy. 

Let Austin Underwood's challenge (PN, 
January 9) be accepted. Ours is a time for 
action. Time is short. If the policies of 
nuclear weapons are to be abandoned it 
will be because of the resolution of people 
that they will no longer support the use of 
human creativity and resources for such 
purposes. They are so much needed to 
relieve hunger and suffering. 
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1. Send notices to arrive not later than Mon., a.m. 
2. Include Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, street); 
nature of event; speakers, organisers (and secretary's 
address). 
friday, January 30 
LONDON, S.W.18: 7.30 p.m.; 13 Elsenham St., 


Southfields. The Vedantic Outlook by Swami 
Avyaktananda, ‘Men = and Animals."* Vedanta 
Movement, 


Saturday, January 31 

LONDON, N.W.1: 2.30-8.30 p.m. Friends Hse., 
Euston Rd. Film Viewing Session of peace films 
relating to nuclear warlare, race relations, war on 
want, refugees, non-violence, elc. Tickets 4s. 6d. 
(incl. tea) and s.a.e, please from Rex Phillips, 32 Elm 
Grove, Orpington, Kent. SoF. 

Sunday, February t 

HYDE PARK: 2.30 p.m. Combined Universities 
Campaign for Nuclear Wisarmasment, Speakers from 
Oxford, Bristol, Iondon and ULR Club. 

Monday, February 2 

SHIPLEY ; 7.30 p.m. Labour Party Rooms, West- 

gate. PPU. 
Tuesday, February 3 

BRIGHTON: 7.30 p.m. Albemarle Hotel, Marine 
Parade. Michacl Randle ‘* Direct Action.”’ CND. 

WIMBLEDON : 7 .45—_ (‘p:m: Compton Hall, 
Compton Rd. Public Mtg. and Brains Trust. Frank 
Dawtry, Fred Moorhouse, Margarct Rogers, Fred 
Rooks. Chair: Sybil Morrison. PPU. 

Wednesday, February 4 

EPSOM : 7.45 p.m.; Myers Hall, Ashley Rd. Short 
AGM, Social, music and other entertainment, bring- 
and-buy stall. Epsom & District Peace Fellowship. 


ST. LEONARDS: 7 p.m. 78A Norman kd. 
Monthly Mig. Francis Tonks “‘ Work camps, pick 
and shovel peacemaking.” PPU. 

Thursday, February § 

NEWBURY: 7.30 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho. AGM. 

Local CND Group. Films Swaffham Demonstration. 


Friday, February 6 
LONDON, W.38.: 10.30 a.m. and 1.15 p.m. Town 
Hal}, High St., Kensington. CO Tribunal. 
LONDON, W.C.1.: 6.30 p.m. 32. Tavistock 
Sq., Euston. Celebrations for Wilfred Wellock's 
80th Birthday. All welcome. PPU and PN. 
Monday, February 9 
BIRMINGHAM: 8 p.m. 221 Vicarage Rd., Kings 
Heath. Anyone interested in Peace welcome. PPU 
Friday, February 13 
LONDON, S.W.18.: 7.30 p.m. 13 Elsenham St., 
Southfields. The Vedantic Outlook by Swami 
Avyaktananda; ** Work "’. Vedanta Movement. 
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Y 
Every week! 
SUNDAYS 
LONDON: 3 p.m. Clapham Common. Open air 
mig. The Brotherhood of the Way. 
LONDON: 3 p.m. Hyde Park. Speaker's Corner. 
Pacifist Forum, PYAG. 
BRADFORD: 8.15 p.m. Broadway Car Park. 
Open air meeting. Pacifist Youth Action Group. 
SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 
LONDON: Weckend Workcamps. Work for needy 
sections of the community. IVS, 72 Oakley Sq., 


London, N.W.1. 
TUESDAYS 
MANCHESTER: 1-2 p.m. Deansgate Blitz Site. 
Christian Pacifist open-air meeting. MPF. 
WEDNESDAYS 
LONDON. N.4: 7 p.m. Peace News Office, 3 
Blackstock Rd. Pacifist Youth Action Group. 
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de SPECIAL OFFER 


A few left to clear before financial 
year-end 


TREE LOVERS CALENDAR for 1959 


a lovely picture for every month 
originally 6s. 6d. 4s. 


PEACE DIARY FOR 1959 


with 32-page peace Directory 
originally 3s. 6d. 2s. 6d. 


INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTARY SERVICE 
CALENDAR for 1959 
originally 2s. 6d. Is. 


Please add 3d. per item for postage 
HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 


WILFRED WELLOCK 


80ch B.RTHDAY CELEBRATION 
Sooo odo k tok teotek 
6.30 p.m. Friday Feb. 6 


friends International Centre 
32 Tavistock Square, W.C.1 
(Russell Square or Euston Tube) 


Chairman: J. Allen Skinner 

Supported by Harold Bing, Hugh Brock, 
Sybil Morrison, Arlo Tatum, and others 
Buffet Refreshments 6.30-7.30 


Birthday Speech by Wilfred Wellock 
“My Faith for the Future” 


OPEN: EVENING—EVERYONE 

we % WELCOMED oe | 
PPU and PEACE NEWS © 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


WHITE SUPREMACY THREATENED 
Urgent questions’ 


for Lennox-Boyd 
By FENNER BROCKWAY MP 


Chairman, Movement for Colonial Freedom 


"RHE drama of East and Central 

Africa moves forward irrevocably. 
Is it to be a Greek Tragedy or is sanity 
to bring a happier final act? 

The Governors of Kenya, Uganda and 
Tanganyika and the British Resident in 
Zanzibar are now in London to discuss with 
Mr. Lennox-Boyd “questions of general 
East African concern.” In all these terri- 
tories there are urgent issues to be settled. 


In Uganda the immediate difficultics are 
unhappily within the African community. 
The “ traditionalists ” in Buganda, defending 
the kingly status of the Kabaka and the 
powers of the Chiefs, are in conflict with 
the democratic and unifying demands of 
the other regions. It is a misfortune that at 
this critical moment there should be splits 
in the National Congress, which has been 
a progressive force in Buganda as well as 
in the rest of Uganda. Representatives of 
the East and Central region of the Pan- 
African movement, which recently organised 
the All-African People’s Conference at 
Accra, are trying to resolve the dispute, 
and it is to be hoped they will succeed. 
African disunity is a crime against African 
freedom. 


In Tanganyika and in the island of 
Zanzibar the demand for self-government 
is now becoming irresistable. The British 
Government will make concessions, but 
it will have an uneasy eye on nearby 
Kenya, where the white settlers, the 
Governor and his Executive Council, 
backed by Whitehall, are still resisting 
constitutional changes. 


So far, the African, Indian and Arab 
elected groups in the Kenya Legislature 
have been united in pressing for a round- 
table conference to secure fuller democratic 
representation, with 50 per cent African 
membership (the Africans are 24 to | in the 
population) and larger Asian membership 
to reflect its population (three times greater 
than the European). But I regret to hear 
that there is now some division in the 
Indian Congress. 


KENYA 


Two members of the Legislature, Mr. 
J. M. Nazareth and Mr, K, D,. Travadi, 
walked out of the Standing Committee of 
the Congress when their motion calling for 
a round-table conference was rejected. 
Instead, it was agreed that the President, 
Mr. S. G, Amin, should lead a deputation 
to the Governor on his return from London 
to receive a “final answer” to the Indian 
demands. Meanwhile, the elected Africans 
are considering total withdrawal from the 
Legislature. 

African-Indian co-operation has been a 
happy feature of the struggle for democracy 
in Kenya. It will be disappointing if there 
is Indian wavering now. 


There is just a chance that the African 
democratic challenge in Kenya may be met 
without disastrous white resistance, but in 
Central Africa the drama surges on to 
crisis. 


NYASALAND 


It is evident that Nyasaland cannot be 
kept in political federation with the 
European-dominated Rhodesias. Dr. 
Hastings Banda and the African Congress 
have the whole African population behind 
them. This is now realised by the European 
Opposition Party in the Federation, the 
Dominion Party, which proposed that not 
only Nyasaland but Barotseland in Northern 
Rhodesia should be separated from the 
Federation and become British Protectorates. 
Nyasaland would not be satisfied with that; 
it will claim independence. And_ the 
African populations who would be retained 
in the Federation (to be re-named the 
Central African Alliance) will not be satis- 
fied. They number 3,000,000 and will not 
accept subjection to 260,000 whites. 

Sir Roy Welensky, Federal Prime Minister, 


has rejected the Dominion Party’s plan. 
He stands by the present Federal structure. 
Neither plan will be considered by the 
African people. 

West Africa now also challenges European 
domination by the events in the Belgian 
Congo. I have a detailed report on the 
momentous developments there; but this 
must await next weck. 

Copyright in India and Africa reserved to 
author. 


TWO REPORTS FROM SOUTH 
AFRICA BY BASIL DELAINE 


Treason trial 
adjourned after 


one day 


SOUTH AFRICA’S infamous Trea- 

son Trial has been adjourned 
again after sitting for one day. It will 
be resumed on February 2. 

After more than 18 months of argument 
in court, the trial was last year adjourned 
until January 19, 1959, 

The latest adjournment, applied for by 
the leader of the defence, Mr. A. I. Maisels, 
QC, was granted on the ground that the 
defence wished to study further particulars 
supplied by the Crown. 


The venue of the trial was this year 
shifted from Johannesburg to Pretoria, 35 
miles away. 

The reason for the move is that the 
authorities feared an outbreak of violence 
if the trial was again held in Johannesburg. 


It is thought that the decision was influ- 
enced by the combination of last year’s 
treason trial demonstrations in Johannes- 
burg, and the demonstrations by African 
women against passes for women. 

The number of treason trial accused has 
been pruned down from 160-odd to 30. 

Two of the present accused are Whites— 
Mrs. Helen Joseph and Mr, Leon Levy, 
both of Johannesburg. 


In this country of strict apartheid in all 
walks of life, the Government has sur- 
prised the public by providing only one 
State bus to convey each day the accused 
from Johannesburg to Pretoria. 


This is the first time under the Nationalist 
regime that Africans have been permitted 
to travel with Whites. 


Move to abolish 


African representation 


QOUTH AFRICA’S 10,000,000 Africans 
os. 5 

will no longer be represented in the 
Union’s House of Assembly, or the Senate, 
if a new Ministerial proposal) is adopted. 

For Mr. de Wet Nel, Minister of Bantu 
Administration and Development—otherwise 
known as the “ High Priest of Apartheid ” 
—has announced that a Bill to abolish 
African representation will be introduced 
during the Parliamentary session which 
opens this week. 

This move is regarded as a flagrant 
breach of promise on the part of Prim 
Minister Dr. Verwoerd. : 

Only a fortnight ago the official Govern- 
ment newspaper, Die Transvaler, told its 
readers that the Prime Minister’s attitude 


to the abolition of African representation 
was that “ the existing Native representation 


will disappear only after . . . adequate pro- 
vision has been made to give Natives... 
access to the Government of the country.” 

At present there are seven White repre- 
sentatives for the Union’s 10,000,000 
Africans. 

It is unlikely that the Bill will meet with 
enough opposition to have it rejected. 
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TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per word, min. 
2s. 6d. (Box No. Is extra). Please don’t send stamps 
in payment, except for odd pence. Address for Box 
No. replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., London, 
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HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


A VEGETARIAN GUEST HOUSE in the heart 
of the Lake District, Rothay Bank, Grasmere, 
Westmorland, offers comfortable rooms and expertly 
planned meals, attention to those sequiring Test as 
well as facilities for walkers, climbers, motorists. 
Large garden with views of fells.—Isabel James, 
Telephone: Grasmere 334. 


GET AWAY FROM IT ALIL—to Reculver 
Lodge, Beltinge, Kent (Herne Bay 750). Country 
and sea. Vegetarians catered for. 

SNOWDONIA NATIONAL PARK, Vegetarian 


Guest House overlooking Cardigan Bay. Mountains, 
sea bathing and sands. Also fprnished rooms, own 
kitchen. Trevor and Mary Jepson, Brackenhwurst, 
Fairbourne, Merioneth 


ACCOMMODATION 

FLAT TO LEY. S.E. London. First floor; 3 
rooms, own bath; newly decorated. Quiet house 
near Lewisham Station and Heath. 4 guineas weekly. 
Phone LEE 9560. 

HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and jolly good 
food for visitors and permanent guests. CANonbury 
1340. Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton Pk., London, N.5. 


PERSONAL 

GARDEN CATALOGUE. Post free from R. 
Rule, Scedsman, Shirley Terminus, Southampton. 

HIRE THE FILM of the Rocket Site Demon- 
strations. 30 mins. 15s. Full details from Eric 
Walker, 154 Corbyn St., London, N.4. 

IF YOU SHOP at a Co-op please give this number 
when making your next purchase: L 3369 4 3. 
Your dividend will then be gratefully received by 
the Secretary, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4. 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL. Clause 83 of the 
International Sanitary Regulations allows objectors 
to vaccination to enter other countries without vac- 
cination certificates. Further information from 
National Anti-Vaccination League,, 2nd Floor, 26/28 
Warwick Way, London, S.W.1. 

INTRODUCTIONS TO NEW friends; home and 
overseas. V. C. C., 34 Honeywell Rd., London, 
S.W.11. 

WAR RESISTERS' International welcomes gifts of 
foreign stamps and undamaged air mail covers. 
Please send to WRI, 88 Park Ave., Enfield, Middx. 

WE INVITE ENQUIRIES about our work for 
international friendships. S.A.E. details, ‘‘ Caravan 
(PN), 84 St. Thomas's Rd., London, N.4. 

YOUNG MAN, AMERICAN, 25, Vegetarian- 
Pacifist; good-natured and _ intelligent; desires cor- 
respondence with young lady of similar views, pre- 
ferably in America, with view to marriage. Box 804. 


LITERATURE 

BRITAIN’S OLDEST SOCIALIST WEEKLY — 
vigorous, forthright and consistently agamst war—the 
“« Socialist. Leader." Indispensable to members of the 
PPU who want up-to-date information of home and 
world politics. Threepence weekly. Obtainable from 
your newsagent or from 48 Dundas St., Glasgow, 
C.1, and 6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. 

“ LIBERTE," the French pacifist weekly. 36s. 
year, 20s. 6 months. (US $5 seamail, $10 airmail, a 
year)from Housemans (Peace News bookshop), 
Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 


FOR SALE 


EXTENSION LADDERS—push up or with rope 
apparatus. Quality workmanship guaranteed. Estab- 
lished 70 years. Price list from Roberts, 12 Clare 
Road, Cardiff. 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

PEACE NEWS OFFICE IS OPEN up to 9 p.m. 
every Wednesday evening for the sale of books and 
stationery, and for voluntary help with the despatch 
of Peace News. Visitors welcomed. (Mon. to Fri. 
8.30 a.m to 5.30 p.m) 3 Blackstock Rd. (above Fish 
and Cook, stationers). Finsbury Park (near sta.), N.4. 

SECRETARY WANTED for Editorial office of 
The Friend. Typing, simple account-keeping, varied 
office routine. Write to The Editor, The Friend, 
Drayton House, Gordon Street, W.C.1. 


Special postal ofjer 
to new readers 


8 PEACE 


NEWS 2s. 6d. 


(US I3 weeks for $1) 
Please send PEACE NEWS for............ 


to the name and address below. 
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Pn get Sa a RE Rig EE RI RT 
PEACE NEWS STANDARD RATES 
3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4 
Great Britain and Abroad (Sea Mail) 

Three months 8s.; six months 16s.; one year 30s. 
AIRMAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
N. Africa and Middle East 
Three months 8s. 8d.; six months 17s. 4d.; 
one year 34s. 

India, South, East and West Africa 
America and South-East Asia 
Three months 9s. 9d.; six months 19s. 6d.; 
ane year 38s. 

Australia and Far East 
Three months 10s. 10d.; six months 21s. 8d.; 
one year 42s. 

Air Express Edition 
to US and all parts of America, from our US 
Sales Office, c/o American Friends Service Com- 
mittee, 20 South Twelfth St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

$5 year, $1 three months’ trial. 
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SWAFFHAM: WORLD’S EYES 
ON-RESISTANCE MOVEMENT 


ONE of the Swaffham demonstrators, Robin Palmer, of Reading, was still 
waiting to go to prison as Peace News went to press. 


Thirty-one others had been in prison, 
according to a Direct Action Committee 
spokesman. Will Warren, Oxford Quaker 
and member of the Committee, was _ re- 
leased on Tuesday. 


World-wide interest in the new British 
non-violent resistance movement continues. 


-EMRYS HUGHES, MP 


shaped killer which can be spread in food 
and water, and will survive fire and ice. 


It is formed when meat or vegetables 
are improperly canned. 


The scientists are also working on 40 
or more other plague germs, on polio 
type viruses, nerve gases, cholera and 
typhus germs. 

Similar work is also going on in the 
United States, Canada, Russia and several 
European countries, 


Worse than dirty Bomb 


The first strong hint of it came from 
the father of radar, Sir Robert Watson- 
Watt, who told the Canadian Club in 
Montreal that there was a substance of 
which eight ounces could kill off the 
world’s population. 

Over the telephone from Thornhill, 
Ontario, the 67-year-old scientist told me 
last night that botulinus toxin is a second 
cousin to the microbe which causes gan- 
grene and tetanus. 


“This is much worse than the dirty 
H-bomb. For small countries with limited 
resources can easily make enough of it to 
blackmail the rest of the world,” said Sir 
Robert. 

“Instead of the power of the Big Boy’s 

Deterrent, we are now faced with the 

power of the Poor Man’s Poison. 

“This poison—and there are many 
others—is easy to spread in drinking 
water and food. 


No known defence 


“Any country which used it could 
strike down whole cities and countries 
within six hours. There is no defence 
that I or anyone else knows of. 

“The germ is quite safe for the 
aggressor to use because its lethal effects 
vanish within 12 hours. By then, all 
people and animals will have been wiped 
out.” 

The Minister of Supply had obviously 
read this and proceeded to give us an 
elaborate assurance to the effect that the 
activities of this establishment were for 
defensive purposes. Stories about it (with- 
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out directly denying the News Chronicle 
statements) were exaggerated, etc. 


But if so, why the refusal to tell us 
how many scientists were being employed 
there and for what purpose. And if the 
idea is to protect the people of this 
country from typhus, plague and _ polio 
germs, why is it not being run by the 
Ministry of Health? Or if for Civil De- 
fence purposes, by the Home Office? 

The Minister promised to consider Mr. 
Shinwell’s request that MPs should be in- 
vited to visit the place. I hope the Minister 
will allow MPs to go. I, for one, would 
certainly be prepared to spend a day at 
Porton. 

The scientist who made the statements 
which were broadcast throughout the world 
does not appear to have stressed the fact that 
these researches were for the purpose of 
saving human life. On the contrary, he 
seems to have stressed the fact that these 
deadly germs were being produced to 
destroy. 


No exaggeration 


In his reply to my question the Minister 
said that the remarks made by Dr. Brock 
Chisholm and Sir Robert Watson-Watt 
“had been grossly and ludicrously exag- 
gerated.” When Sir Robert Watson-Watt 
was told of ‘this by the News Chronicle he 
commented, “I do not retract one word of 
what I have said and I deny that anything 
either Dr. Brock Chisholm or I have stated 
is an exaggeration. 

“Tn fact, we have confined ourselves to 
facts about published work which had gone 
on before and during the war.” 

He and Dr. Chisholm felt that the issue 


“should be brought out into the open along 
with the discussion about H-bombs.” 


Treason Trial lawyer 


Louis Blom-Cooper, barrister, who spent 
two months at the Treason Trial at 
Pretoria, South Africa, is to speak at a 
public meeting in the Friends Meeting 
House, Bull Street, Birmingham, on Feb, 
3 at 7.30 p.m., with Canon Bryan Green 
in the chair. 


Canadian Broadcasting were waiting outside 
Holloway Prison on Monday when Mildred 
Slater, a Canadian citizen, was released. 


Frank Allaun, MP oo nor 


example that won the applause of the acti- 
vists at Scarborough. 


Which brings me to another point. If 
readers of Peace News feel that the Labour 
Party leadership and policy do not go far 
enough for them they should become active 
within the Party and the trade unions and 
work to extend their point of view. It is 
a democratic movement, and if the mem- 
bership want a thing badly and deter- 
minedly enough they can get it’ May I 
remind you of the existence of such organ- 
isations as the Labour Peace Fellowship ? 


Anything more likely to prevent such a 
development than the action proposed 
would be difficult to imagine. Just think of 
the average Labour supporter’s feelings. On 
the great Aldermaston march last year, as 
my friends Hugh Brock, Pat Arrowsmith 
and Michael Randle would be the first to 
acknowledge, half the work was done by 
the local Labour Parties and trade unions. 
It was a united front between Labour and 
pacifists. Then they learn that you are 
advising pacifists to ditch Labour candi- 
dates. What do you think their reactions 
are likely to be? 


I ask you to reconsider the proposal. 
Instead I suggest you do everything possible 
to secure a Labour victory at the general 
election and to exert the maximum influ- 
ence within the Labour movement: for im- 
plementing its present foreign policy and 
for going further than the unilateral stop- 
ping of the tests (important though that is). 


I am hoping that one result of this corre- 
spondence may be to turn more supporters 
of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
towards political activity. As the mighty 
German anti-H-bomb movement has real- 
ised, they can achieve their aims in the long 
run only by political action —FRANK 
ALLAUN, House of Commons, London, 


STUDENTS REJECT H-BOMB 


TONDON UNIVERSITY students voted 

decidedly for nuclear disarmament at 
a Union debate on Monday night. A 
motion calling on the Government to 
renounce nuclear weapons and all weapons 
of mass extermination was passed by 120 
votes to 46, with 22 abstentions. 

Guest speakers were the Rev. Michael 
Scott, just released from jail, and Mr. 
Geoffrey Ripon, MP, Parliamentary Private 
Secretary to the Minister of Defence. 


Writing from Montreal, Canada, Vera 
Brittain told Peace News last week that the 
action “had made a great impression on 
intelligent circles over here, not by any 
means confined to pacifist groups.” 


In the USA the New York Herald 
Tribune wrote up the demonstration quite 
fully, 


To awaken conscience 


Under the title “ Protestants,” the follow- 
ing comment appeared on Jan. 8 in the 
Baptist Times, an influential British reli- 
gious weekly, written by their regular com- 
mentator, “ Centaur”: 


Not everyone will agree with the demon- 
Strations against the rocket base at 
Swaffham, or with their refusal to agree 
not to make further demonstrations. But 
they must not be regarded simply as 
fanatics. The officials and police at 
Swaffham appear to have treated them 
seriously as well as gently, and it would 
be a mistake for the public generally to 
belittle what the demonstrators were try- 
ing to do. Their protests represent the 
endeavour to overcome the frustration 
that most people feel in trying to change 
the course that our own and other gov- 
ernments are taking, 


Political action sometimes becomes futile 
against a government that enjoys a fair 
majority. Modern means of communica- 
tion are not generally available to those 
who would protest, except at prohibitive 
costs, and only then in limited directions. 
To awaken the conscience of a nation 
and to get people to think again about 
the folly of their policies is not easy. 
Many times in our history reform has. 
come only because a few people were 
prepared to demonstrate and suffer for 
their pains until the nation at large took 
notice, 


I do not think that the Swaffham demon- 
strators are right in all their arguments. 
Nor do I think that demonstrations alone, 
without a lot of hard work by personal 
witness and persuasion, will change the 
thinking of the people or Government. 
But I do sympathise with their determina- 
tion to protest. In the long run they may 
achieve more than those who have passed 
resolutions and left it at that. 


LETTERS WELCOMED 


Ric FENNER (of 14, Parkgate Rd., 
London, S.W.11), well-known in the 
pacifist movement, is seriously ill. He would 


welcome letters from old friends and PN 
readers. 


HERE may have been a time when 
T men did not wage war, but, 
throughout the centuries known to 
historians, the arrangements for fight- 
ing wars have been part of the business 
of nations. 

Naturally, if men are to be trained as 
soldiers and sailors, and provided with 
weapons to fight against the soldiers and 
sailors of other nations, there is an over- 
riding purpose behind these processes, and 
that is the necessity, if war should come, 
to win it. 

In spite, however, of the old proverb 
which states that “all is fair in love and 
war’’ there are certain weapons which have 
been condemned, and which indeed, nations 
at International level, have agreed should 
not be used. 

The Geneva Convention of 1925 laid it 
down that attacks should not be made upon 
civilian populations, and that gas and 
germs should not be used. At that time it 
would appear that some methods, at least, 
were considered too barbarous for man to 
employ. 

Nevertheless, Governments engaged in 
war have convinced themselves and their 
nationals, that the winning of war is more 
important than signed documents relating 
to the use of particular weapons, and there 
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DEADLY 


occupation . . 


—Sir Robert Watson-Watt. 


can be no doubt now, that the policy of 
“all is fair” has been openly condoned. 

It is recorded that when the Scots 
defeated the English at Bannockburn they 
were roundly accused of unsporting tactics 
in that they dug pits in the ground and 
camouflaged them to look like a field, into 
which pits the English horsemen, all un- 
suspecting, charging to the attack, were 
engulfed. The Scots, it is to be assumed 
were concerned with winning the fight, not 
with demonstrating their sporting ability 
to lose well, and so felt it to be perfectly 
in order to use any means towards that 
end. 


Basically nothing has changed, and this 


BY Sybil Morrison 


DISEASE 


... all the horrible diseases that have afflicted man down through the ages 

are available to the aggressor in a bacteriological war . . 

one of the most effective because it will kill anyone who breathes it or touches 

it within six hours. It oxidises within twelve hours, leaving the area clean for 

. it is so deadly that eight and a half ounces of it properly 
distributed could kill everyone in the world. 

—Dr. Brock Chisholm, Former Director-General World Health Organisation. 


. Botulinus toxin is 


January 24, 1959. 


This is much worse than the dirty H-bomb, for small countries with limited 
resources can easily make enough of it to blackmail the rest of the world. 


Inventor of Radar. January 24, 1959. 


is, not unnaturally, the policy adopted by 
all nations at war. It is for this reason 
that the discoveries of science have been 
adapted to the purposes of war; it is for 
this reason that men have proceeded 
steadily and inexorably from swords and 
lances to rifles and guns, from cavalry to 
tanks, from gunpowder to dynamite, from 
shells to bombs, from obliteration bombing 
to the atom bomb, and so to nuclear 
weapons. 

The great deterrent, however, it is now 
revealed, must give place to the horror of 
dreadful and incurable disease. It is now 
known, and has been stated in direct terms, 
that research into the manner of concentrat- 


ing the most deadly germs into small con- 
tainers has succeeded to such an extent 
that enough to kill the whole population 
of the world could be carried in a man's 
pocket. 

This research has been carried on by all 
the Great Powers, including Britain, for 
many years, and according to the state- 
ments now issued, Britain is considerably 
ahead in “ perfecting” (sic) the means of 
using these deadly diseases as a weapon 


,in war. 


Obviously there is no end to the pursuit 
of knowledge in manufacturing more and 
more totally lethal weapons so long as 
nations refuse to recognise that it is reliance 
upon war that has led them to this grim 
impasse. 

Agreements not to use weapons have been 
ruthlessly disregarded in the past and will 
be again; unilateral abandonment of one 
weapon is pointless so long as there are 
others, and also so long as there is the 
will and the determination to acquire even 
more gruesome and ghastly weapons than 
have already been monstrously born. 

The only rational and sane solution to- 
day is to face the imminent danger of race 
suicide and turn away from it, not only 
because of the danger, but because of the 
fundamental evil of the thing which has 
made such a situation possible — that 
deadly disease, war. The paramount, over- 
riding need today is the renunciation of 
war, 


sibili 
woul 


“iy 


inde¢ 


up t 
also 
being 


“ 


and 


